THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
One further incident calls for mention. During the
height of the disturbance the Prince of Wiirttemberg,
who was about to marry the Princess Royal, came to
Portsmouth to receive its freedom, and was duly taken
round the fleet. "Who but Englishmen would have made
a tour of state to show a foreign visitor their fleet in full
mutiny? Or who but English sailors in mutiny would
have turned out to salute the cruising dignitaries?551
The revolt at the Nore was a much more unpleasant
affair. It began just when the Spithead mutiny was
finishing, and so the Nore mutineers had either to put
forward further demands or return to duty. They chose
the former course, and required, inter alia, that no officer
who had been removed from his ship should be employed
in her again without the consent of the crew. One
Richard Parker was chosen as their leader, and when it
became apparent that the authorities would not give
way, the mutineers proceeded to carry matters with a
very high hand. The mouth of the Thames was block-
aded, farm-houses on the coast were sacked, and officers
were tarred and feathered. The ships which were watch-
ing the Dutch actually left their station in face of the
enemy. This had the effect of alienating public opinion
on shore, which the mutineers at Spithead had been
careful to cultivate, and the whole country was solidly
behind the Government in the measures it took. The
garrison at Sheerness was strongly reinforced, furnaces for
heating shot were prepared in the forts on the Thames in
case the ships attempted to come up the river, and the
buoys at its mouth were removed to prevent the escape
of the mutineers. This had the desired effect, and one
ship after another hauled down the red flag. Parker was
1 Manwaring, G. E., and Dobree, B.: The Floating Republic, p. 54.
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